SE R M O 7] 


Preach'd ar the ; 

Pariſh Church of Sr. Martins Ludgate, | 
SEPT. 12. 1695. 

Before the Incorporated Society 


OF 


Apothecaries of London. 


By Nicholes Brady, M. A. Miniſter of Se Cathe- 4 
rine Cree-Church, and Chaplam in Ordinary |F 
to His Majeſty. + 


B E—— 


Publiſhed at the Kequeſt of the Society, 


DE — On eo ——_— > —O_———o—_— 


LOND 0 N, 


Printed for Richard Parker, at the Unicorn, un-|#* 


der the Piazza of the Royal Exchange. 16 gs.) 


Y CNTR 
=— . £ 


_— 


—_.. 


_—m— Y _ 
> _—_ —— 


# 
————_—_—_—_— — — —_ ——R—_— _—— — D—— E——y 


To the Worſhiptul, the Maſter and 
Wardens, the Court of Aﬀfiftants, 
Gentlemen of the Livery,and Free: 
men, of the Ingenious Society of 
Apothecaries of London. . . 


Gentlemen, . | 
His diſcourſe,” as it was preached 
at your kind requeſt, ſo it is now, 
bowever unfit A the general view, 
in compliance with your obliging import #- 
nity, made publick : nor could 1 in ju- 
frice refuſe you the diſpoſal of that, which 
Was purpoſely compo, ed for your entertain- 
ment. The ſubjeit of tt, Unity, #: 
(Bleſſed be God) as fully exemplified in 
your Society, as in any Corporation through- 
out the City ; and therefore the motives to 
A 2 it, 


it, which the following diſcourſe offers, 
are rather to be in's for tacite com- 
mendations of your laudable performance, 
than reflections vr remembrancers for 
your omiſſion of this Duty. That youmay 
ftall continue eminently remarkable, for an 
intimate Union and agreement among (t 
yourſelves, and influence others by your 
# good Example, to the happy compoſing of 
all Drurons among them ; /hall be the 
conſtant hearty Prayer, of, 


Gentlemen, 
Your Obliged Servant, 


and Sincere Well-wiſher, 


N. Brady. 


Plal. CKXXXIIL 1, 2 


1. Behold how good and pleaſant it 1s for 
Bretbren to awell together in Unity! 

2. It is like the precious Oyntment upon the 
head, which ran down upon the beard, 
even Aarons beard that went down to 
the Skirts of bis garments. 


Here is nothing, in my opinion, 1n 

which the Wiſdom of this City 15 

more eminently conſpicuous, no« 

thing that more cftc&tually contributes to 
the ſupporting of its grandeur, and to the 
maintenance of ts proſperity, than the regu» 
lar deftribution of its ſeveral members into 
diſtin&t Societies and Corporations : By this 
means, the peculiar conveniences of cach arc 
much better conſulted , their various inte- 


reſts more cloſely united, and mutual offices 
; of 


[ 2 | 
of brotherly affe&tion performed more frc- 

ently and more cafily, than if they were 
left after a loofer manner, under the infpc&ti- 
on only of a general Magiſtracy ; For that, 
being obliged to have a publick influence, 
and ſuſtaining a character that 1s univerſal, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to pry ſo nicely into pri- 
vate concernments , to- underſtand them fo. 
throughly, or to watch: over them fo ſuc: 
celsfully, as thoſe, who aCting in a narrower 
ſphere, being qualified by Education, and 
engaged by Intereſt, are both enabled and 
concerned to promote the advantages of 
thoſe+ particular Socictics, whoſe Guardian» 
ſhips they manage, and of which themlclyes 
are incorporated members. 

Tis in purſuance of this wiſe and commend- 
able confſticution, that the ſeveral members 
of this preſent Society, which juſtly deſerves 
an honourable mention among the moſt emi- 
nent of this City,are this day unanimouſly af- 
fembled ; and 'tis m contormity to a religious 
cuſtom, of' hallowing ſuch meetings with a 
mixture of devotion, that we are aſlembled 
together inthe houſe of God. Loye, _ 
an 
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and ' Amity, and Brotherly kindneſs, have 
been your conducters to this place, arid they 
are like ro be your entertairiment ir it : Sifhee 
nothing appears to me more natural, than 
npon the Proſpe&t of an Aſſembly Þ cordiat- 
ly united, by all the bonds of 1ntercft and - 
affection, to break out into the Pſalniiſts 
rapturous exclamation, Behot, how good and 
pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell together itt 
Unity ! It is like the precious -Oyntment upon 
the head, that ran down upon the' beard, - even 
Aarons heard, th1t went down to the ehirts of 
his garments /! 

In wy following diſcourſe upon which 
words, I ſhall make uſe of this Eall me- 
thod. 

Firſt, I ſhall examine the duty herd etyoyn- 
ed, and pres its practice, from ſack mo- 
tives to it, as are: contained in the words of 
my Text, Behold how good and pleaſant it is 
for Brethren to dwell rogether tn Unit . 

Secondly, I ſhall confider the clegant al- 
lufion, which the Platmiſt makes nfe of to 
ituſtrace, and recommend ir, and (hall 6b: 
ſcrye its agrecableneſs with the preſent occa- 
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fion,” It is like the precious Oyntment upon the 
bead, which ran down upon the beard, even Aa- 
rons beard that went down t0 the Skirts of his 
garments. 

Firſt, then, I ſhall examine the durics here 
enjoynd; and preſs its practice, from ſuch 
motives to it, as are contained in the words 
of my Text; Behold how goid and pleaſant it 
is for Brethren to dwell tegether in Unity. 

Unity is that inviſible band and cement of 
Souls, which makes the deligns and intereſts 
- -of ſeyeral perſons, become inſeparable, and 
of a piece; from hence reſults that agreeable 
Harmony of actions, ' which cauſes all their 
aftair>to be amicably tranſacted, without 
any diſorder or confuſion : from this ariſes 
that complacency and fatisfaftion , which 
one takes in the advantages of another , 
which by this happy temper are made his 
own : This banifhes. all. murmurines. and re- 
pinings at the enjoyments. of our ncjighbour, 
roots out all difſentions and animoſicies, and 
introduces in their ſtead, an affeCtionate re- 

d for the conccrnments of others, a ter- 

cr fcllow-tecling of their (cycral conditions, 
and 
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and an induſtrious willingnes to promote 
their happineſs, and to conſult it as carefully, 
as if it were our own. This i that commend- 
able diſpoſition of mind, tro which the Plalm- 
it exhorts us in the words of my Text, where 
fe adviſes us to dwell together in Unityz and 
wherein he recommends to us the praftice of 
it, by theſe three conſiderable mornves. 

1{t- Upon the account of Duty. 

2dly, Of Intereſt. 

And 3dly, Ot Pleaſure 

1it then, The Plalmiſt exhorts us to dweh 
together in Unity, upon the account of.our 
duty ; and this ſeems couched im the word 
Brethren, behold how good and how pleaſant it 
25, for Brethren to dwell together in Unity ! | 

The Relation of Brethren 1s fo cloſe and 
intimate, that we find it generally made uſe 
of to expreſs the ſtricteſt xye of tenderneſs 
and affe&tion ; and Brotherly. love through- 
out the whole Goſpel, is uſed to ſignifie the 
molt perfe&t Union, attended with all offices. 
of kindnes. and endearment : and therefore 
where-eyer this Relation 1s found. love and 
agreement ſhould be its neceflary conſe- 
quenees z. 
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quences; but the engagements of this nature 
are too natnerous and too preſſing, for us 
ever to be able to diſencangle our telves from 
them 3 every perſon in the Holy Trinity, 
ſecthing with a ſort of Riyalſhip to contend, 
which fhall Jay upon us the Rrongeſt oblrga- 
tions, 70 dwell together in Unity, as Brethren. 

God the Father who is the God of Unity and 
Love, being deſirous to unite the whole race 
of mankind, in indifloluble bonds of Amity 
and Friendſhip, z:ade at firſt of one blood all 
ihe nations of the earth; that by ſo near a re- 
lation: he right faſten their affectrons, and 
te and' rivet them to one another : Thus we 
arc at) che dildren of one common parent, 
we are allthe workmanſhrp of one great Cre- 
ator, and the cqualeare of one watchful Pro. 
videtices and therefore for us to be unwil> 
ling to perform muruat offices of love to one: 
another, would appear as unreafonable and 
etrarniral, 25 if the {cveral branches of fome 
large fattuly; ſhouldirectulſe ro keep tp arvamy 
cable-eorrefpondence , and reriounce all cx- 
preflions of teriderneſs and atfection : for fitch 
ard f& grext'is our obligation, jointly to'con- 
ſake 6ne' anothers adyantages, it we conlider 
our 


u > 
our ſelves as Brethren by - Creation. 
But farther, God the Son,the great Example 
and promoter of Union, when he perfe&ted 
the work of our Redemption, did cloſely w- 
corporate all his followers, and make them 
members of one myſtical body : Thus: all 
of us arc bohe of one anothers bone, and 
ficſh of one anothers fleſh; that ſo- whether 
one of ws ſuffer or be honoured, the reſt of us 
might mourn or rejoice along with him : and 
therefore for ſome of us to divide our ſelves 
from thereſt, or to ſeem to be acted by dif- 
ferent intereſts, is every whit as ſtrange and 
unaccountable, as if the hand ſhould refuſe 
ro provide for the belly, or the eyes denv 
to dircct the feet; as if eyery member ſhould 
ſer up for 1t ſelf, and a&t independently from 
the others : For <qual is the obligation that 
lies upon us to be mutually beneficial to one 
another ; ſince we are all members of that 
body .of which Chrifl is the head, and are 
molt nearly related as Brethren by Redemption. 
Bur farther yer, God the Holy Ghoſt, who is 
the great inſpirer of love and concord, and 
whoſe chict and peculiar employment it 1s, 
ro. 
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to adyance the ſtrict fellowſhip and commus- 
nion of Saints, has united us more cloſely 
than into one Body, by joining us together in 
one Soul and Spirit : Thus all of us ſhould 
be acted by the fame affeftions , all of us 
ſhould be ſenſible of the fame impreſſions, 
and the ſame mind ſbould be in every one of us, 
whether to will or to do: and therefore to e- 
ſtrange ourſelves from one another, or to be 
unwilling to diſcharge due offices of affccti- 
on,is a proceeding as prepoſterous and abſurd, 
as if the Underſtanding ſhould refuſe to guide 
the Will, or the Judgment deny to give al- 
Gſtance to the Memory z as if ſome of the fa- 
culcics of the ſoul ſhould negle&t to contri- 
bute to the advantages of the others : for 
no leſs binding is our obligation, to be mu- 
tually ſerviceable to one another, ſince we 
are all. partakers of the ſame Spirit, and moſt 
trictly unnted as Brethren by Sandification. 
Thus eycry perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity lays 
upon us a diſtinet and particular engage- 
ment, to be converſant 1n the duties of a 
Brotherly affection, rwiſting together a three- 
fold cord of love, which che wiſe nan cls us, 
2s not quickly to be broken. Theſe 
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Theſe are thoſe large and ſpreading obli- 
gations, by which we are. engaged to live 
like Brethren, either as we are Men, or as we 
are Chriſtians, or as we are influenced by the 
Spiritof God: bur there arc ſome addiuonal 
conſiderations, of an extent more-narrow 
and contracted, which give yet greater weight 
to the Plalmiſts exhortation, ' and more forci- 
bly exact the performance of this. duty ; ; and 
that is, when particular perſons have formed 
themſelves into one common Society z mu- 
tually covenanting with one another, hearti- 
Iy to promote cach others- adyantages, and 
carcfully to advance the intereſts of that Bro- 
therhood : the ſeveral members of ſuch a 
Body, haye to their Natural and Spiritual 
afhnity, ſuperinduced a freſh Relation as ci- 
vil-Brethren ; and therefore cannot tranſgreſs 
againſt this duty of dwelling together in Unity, 
without adding to the yiolation of their orher 
obligations, the breach of their voluntary 
ſtipulation and agreement, And thus much 
ſhall ſufhce for the firſt motive to Unity laid 
down in the: Text, which 1s drawn trom the 


conſideration of our duty, as we are Brethren. 
C (2dly) 
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' {zdly) A ſecond motive which the Text 
affords us, 1s taken from the confideration 
of. our true intereſt , Behold how good ant 
how pleaſant it s 

The word 59 which we render good, has 
a double {igmfication, .cither of cxcellency 
or adyantage ; and which way ſoeyer we 
conſider it, we (hall find it our intercſtto be 
conyerſant in it; for as the mcaneſt and 
moſt groycling Souls will readily confeſs, 
that it 1s our intereſt to practice that, from 
whence we may reap fome ſenſible ad- 
vantage ; ſo any generous Spirit wall ac- 
knowledge, that it 1s our trueſt intereſt to be 
employed about that which 1s excellent in its 
nature. 

Firſt then, it 1s our intereſt to dwell together 
in Unity, becaulc it 1s a- duty fo excellent in 
Its Nature, 

When Brethren are aQted by the ſame in» 
tereſts, and mutually animated with the ſame 
deligns, they make that carthly ſociety a 
tranſcript of heaven, and are poſlcit of a 
condition that is purcly ccleſtial : Thoſe eter- 
nal manſions of peace and happineſs are only 


filled 


[a1] 
flled with conſenting ninds, whoſe incling 
tions tend to the ſame object, who. ate ra- 
viſh'd with the contemplation of each others 
felicity, *and who rejoycing in the joy of their 
tellow-angels, mulcaply and encreafe their 
own enjoyments, by the ſhare- which they 
take in the happineſs of others : and whar 
greater exccllency can humane nature aun at, 
than an exact reſemblance to thoſe Angelical 
beings 2 What cxerciſe can appear mere cmi- 
nent or itluflrious, than that which makes us 
live here'like thoſe blefled Spirits, and quali- 
fics us hereaſter for their ſociety. and canver- 
ſation. For as this 1s the great entertainment 
of heayen, fo it is the ſtrait road that leads 
dire@ly thuher z our Saviour has afſignd it 
as the character of his followers, the mark 
by which he has diſtinguiſhd them from the 
reſt of mankind ; This is that livery of the 
Prince of peace, by which we are acknow- 
ledged to be of his fanuly ; by this {ays he) 
ſhall men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye 
love one another. This plains all the rugged- 
ncſs and uneycnnefs of our nature, - and im- 
plants in us an obliging benignity of aund/; 
2 It 
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xt roots out of our Souls thofe perverfe prin- 
ciples of ſelf-love and ſelf-intereſt, and gives 
us in their room that God-like quality, of 
being diffuſive and communicative bf good. 
Thus does this great and exccllent duty dig- 
nifie and exalt- our corrupted nature, to- 
wards the ancient ſtandard of its original per- 
fe&tion z nay, ſeems to advance 1t to a higher 
level, even to a partial reſemblance of God 
himſelf, For God vs Unity in its moſt abſo- 
lute perfe&tion. - Bur 

Secondly, It is our intereſt 10 dwell toges- 
ther in Unity, becauſe it is a duty fo yery ad. 
-vantagcous, 

There is no part of our Chriſtian duty, 
which reflc&s greater profit upon its praQtiti- 
oners, or pays their obedience with more ad- 
vantages, "than that which my Text recom- 
mends to our -performance. Beſides its con- 
formity to the divine will, by which ic qua- 
hfies for eternal rewards, it 1s attended with 
fuch bleflings even in this life, as may power- 
tully enforce the practice of it. As difſention 
is the ruine of all Societies, ſo Union and 
agreement are the ſupporters of them ; by 
this 
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this ſo many Kingdoms and Commonwealths 
have crept on from weak and inconſiderable 
beginnings, to the higheſt pitch of majeſty 
and ſplendour ; by this thev have been raiſed, 
by this upheld ; and when this has cealcd, 
they have ſunk down mto deſtruction. By 
this, Men, who otherwiſe, hike Bears and 
Tygers, would converſe with fcar, and at a 
diſtance, become not only uſcful and ſociable 
Creatures, but ſo many Angels, miniſtring 
to the happineſs of one another : If immi- 
nent dangers are to be reſiſted, -united forces 
are beſt able to oppoſe them ; it bleſlings are 
to be implored, or judgments deprecated, 
united prayers will intercede moſt ſucceſs- 
fully ; if important deſigns arc to be carried 
on, united counſels will compleat them moſt 
cftectually. - How ſhall he fall, that has a . 
multitude of ſupporters ! or ſuppoſe he lip, 
how ſhall he be kepe down, who has fo ma: 
ny hands to lift him-up again! Unity cither 
obvaates all inconveniences, or adminiſters ro 
them a ſpeedy remedy ; and therctore he 
that conſults his own truc intereſt, will be 
probably induced to be conyerſant 1n it, up- 

ON, 
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on the account of 1ts adyantage. And thus 
much for the ſecond motive to our perfor- 
mance of this duty, drawn from the confi- 
deration of our intereſt, becauſe it is a good 
thing to dwell in Unity But 

(zdly) A third motive which the Text af- 
fords us, is borrowed from the conſideration 
of our pleaſure and ſatisfa&tion : Behold how 
good and how pleaſant it 3s. 

No circumſtances can be more defirable, 
no condition more alluring, than the calm 
eſtarc of that happy man, who has made it 
his buſineſs wo dwell mm Unity. He eryoys all 
the advantages and farisfactions, which are 
poſicfſed by thoſe with whom he 1s united 
He is enriched with rheir wealth, - he is ad- 
vanced with their honour, he 1s diverted 
with their pleaſure, and becomes happy by 
their felicity : he 1s free from all that ſowr- 
neſs and bitterneſs of Soul, winch: palls the 
reliſh of the moſt eminent eroyments, and 
daſhes them all «ah gall and wormwood : 
Envy, thar rcftlcfs racking paſſon, 1s an urt- 
ir ſtranger to his quiet breaſt, which is only 
ited with the bletied fraits of the fpirit of 
Unity, 
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Unity, Love and joy and peace. If he looks 
abroad, he views no objeets, but fuch as ad: 
miniſter to his £ itisfation; * he "loves and: is 
beloy'd with equal ardour ; "he fRtudiouſly 
endeavours to Pproinote the good 'of others, 
afd ſces them as cager in the advancement of 
his? 1f he turns bus eyes inro-his-own boſon; 
he ſees nothing there but calmneſs and trans 
quihty ; and finds within: himſelt an abridg 

ment of that happineſs, which his "darling 
(Unity) would fertle i the world : There, 
as in a regular and aftetionate ſociety, no 
tumules or diforders are to be met with z 
there 15 no claſhing of difterent” intereſts, no 
violent engagements. of contending paſſions, 
to diſturb the native quiet of the place, and 
introduce diſorders and confuſions ; but the 
ſaperiour powers rale ealily, and the inferi- 
our ones obey willingly ; and all things are 
managed with that agreeable ſweetneſs, as 
ſufficiently convinces the happy poſlcflor of 
thefe advantages, how pleaſanwa thing it is to 
dwel in Unity. But the greateſt and moſt fo- 
I:d ſatisfaction, which ariſes from the duc 
performance of this duty, 15 yer behind row 
that 


[16 
that is, the aſſurance which ſuch-a man has, 
that while he is buſied in fo dclightful an 
employment, he 1s alfo conſulting his ever- 
laſting ' happineſs; and recommends himſelf 
effcually to the favor of his God, while he 
makes himfelf thus eafie to others and hin- 
If : That the pleaſures which he now feels in 
the diſcharging of his dury, are but ſo many 
caſtes and prelibutions of thoſe raptures which 
ſhall reward it ; and only prepare him for the 
fellowſhip of thoſe United Souls, who ir the 
preſence of God, have fullneſs of joy, and at his 
ripht h1nd are poſſeſſed of pleaſures for evermore. 
And thus.much- ſhall ſuffice for the third mo- 
tive laid down for the performance of this 
duty, drawn'from the conlideration of its 
delightfulneſs; becauſe 7t is a pleaſant thing 
to dwell in Unity. 1 might here attempt to 
{ct off the great value of this duty, by-reckon- 
ing up the inconveniences of the contrary 
Vice, and ſhewing the 1ll effects of diſcord 
and divition 5 bur that I think it s lovely 
cnough, © conſidered 1n 1t ſelf, and needs no 
foil, no Painters art of ſhades and darker co- 
lours, to giyetheſe lighter ones more brisk- 
nels 
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neſs and vivacity : 1f the obligations of Du- 
tv, 1f the engagements of Intereſt , it he 
allurements of Pleaſure, which uſe to be the 
ftrongeſt and moſt perſwaſye motives, can 
influence our Souls to the practice of any Ver- 
tae, they all appear in behalf of this : and 
oh ! that all theſe conſiderations could work 
upon this whole Nation in general, and upon 
eycry one of us in particular, to be duly con- 
verſant in the performance of 1t-/ to lay atide 
all hatreds and animolities, all contrary dc- 
{igns of partics and of factions, .and to. be in- 
timately faſter'd ro one another, with -the 
bands of amity and brgtherly love ! Then 
ſhould we all be convinced, by an expert 
ence the ſureſt and the happieſt of any, how 
good and how pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell 
rogether in Unity z and the moſt lofty com- 
pariſon would ſcarce ſeem ſufhcientto ſhadow 
forth the happineſs of ſuch a condition, And 
this leads me to the ſecond General Head 
which I propoſed to diſcourſe upon, namely, 

Secondly, To confider that clegant alluſion, 
which the Plalnuiſt makes uſe of to 1lluſtrate 


this duty, together with its agreeableneſs to 
the 
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the preſent occaſion. Tt is like the precious 
Oyntment upon the head, which ran down upon 
the beard, even Aarons beard, and that went 
down to the skirts of his garments. 

And here, the firſt thing that ſeems worthy 
of our obſervation, in this clegane alluſion of 
the Pfalmiſt, 1s the value and excellency of 
that thing, to which he compares the Unity 
of Brethren. It is like the precious Oyntment. 

This preciaus Oyntment, to which the Plalm- 
iſt alludes, was that which: was prepar'd. by 
Gods expreſs command, and ſet apart for the 
anointing of the High-Prieſt himſelf ; toge- 
ther with ſuch. other perſons and things, as 
were to be accounted moſt holy ; it was not 
to be applied to any common uſe, under 
the ſevereſt and moſt heavy penalties; whoſo- 
ever compounded any like it.. or whoſoever put 
any of it upon a ftranger, was even to be cut off 
from his people, as you may fee at large in the 
30th. of Exodus. It was reckoncd amongſt 
the choiceſt and mort eſtimable treaſures.z, 
thus we are informed in the 39th of Iſaiah, 
that when Hezekrah had received Embaſla- 
dors from Merodach-Baladan, King: of Baby- 
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Jon, he ſhewed them the houſe of his precious 
things, the Silver, and the Gold, and the Spices, 
and the precious Oymtment : Nothing of low 
price was allowed of in its compoſition ; bur 
it was made up of the choiceſt and. moſt 
coſtly ingredients, of pure Myrrhe, ſweet Cin- 
namon, ſweet Calamus, Caſſia, and Oyl-Olive * 
ſuch was the excellency of this precioxs Oynt- 
ment, to. which the Pſlalmift compares the 
Unity of Brethren ; and. it may ſuffice to con- 
vince us how venerable an Idea the Royal 
Prophet entertained of the eminency' of that 
bleſſing, which he endeavours to1lluſtrate by 
ſo valuable a compariſon : Unity then, is in 
decd like this precious Oyntment, with which 
only thoſe are anointed whom God deſigns 
peculiarly to fayour ; it ought to be efleem'd 
amongſt our chiefeſt treaſures, - and find - a 
place amongſt our moſt yaluable poſſeſſions; 
and its compoſition ought to be of ſuch only 
who are qualified by their intrinſick value, 
and hayc a character of worth to recommend 

them. Burt | 
2dly, Another thing obſervable in this Al- 
luſion, 1s the delightſulneſs of that thing, to 
D's which 
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which the Plalniſt here comparcs- the' Unity 
of Brethren. "=p 
If we-will look-back and conſider the 1h- 
gredients of which it was compounded, we 
ſhall: find it made up of Perfumes and Oyl ; 
the former are proper to delight the ſences nox 
only. of our ſelves but of others too, by ſpread- 
ing abroad their grateful odour ; the latter 
was made uſe of to refreſh and exhulerate, to 
cauſe the face to ſhine, and to give a chearful 
countenance : and therefore from the confide- 
ration of- this we may infer how due a 
notion the Pſalmiſt had, of that pleaſure which 
reſulted from the Unity of Brethren, by com- 
paring it to that which was ſo very delightful : 
Unity then 1s indeed ike an odorous Oyntment, 
whoſe gratctul ſweetneſs entertains both our 
ſelves and others; and whoſe balmly ſoftneſs, 
not only ſpreads upon the face the joytul live- 
ry of. mirth and chearfulneſs ; bur fills the 
heart too (like the 0yl of gladneſs\witha large 
meaſure of - brisknefs and-alacrity. And ro 
theſe two qualitics of this Oyntment, its pre- 
ciouſneſs and delightfulneſs, the Plalnuſt un- 
doubtedly refers in his charg&er of Unity, 
when 
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when he'tghs us how good and:how:pleaſant it 33: 
But ... 
.* 3dly, . There.is,yet another ching obſer ya- 
ble in this Allufion; and-that is. deſeripfen 
of the diffuſiveneſs of this Oyntment,. + «' 1131/1 5 
We are told,. that this. precious Oyntment, 

tho it was poured upon Aarons head,. vet was: It 
not.confined wholly to that, . butran down gp- 
on his other parts, '( his | beard; for- inſtance) (35 
nor only ſo, but, was communicated, in-ſonae 
meaſure, 'to ſuch things as.had;the..remotel} 
relation to him, it went -dopn even #0 tbe sfyrts 
of his garments. - And this' may | ſerve to;let-us 
underitand, . how. juſt.an_ apprehenſion che 
Plalmiſt had, of the largeneſs and exrenſive> 
neſs of thoſc benefits, which are the neceſſary 
conſequences of this Unity of Brethren. Unity 
then. 15, indeed like that precious  Oyntment, 

which, tho 1t, enriches the head, the.uppermati 
and governing . members ,, with the: larg- 

et ſtock of refreſhing moiſture, tho it imparts 
to them - its moſt conſiderable - adyantages:; 
yet has it a due and proportionable reſpedt, 

to the benefitand intereſt of ſubordinate and 
inferious ones, It 17s down upon them allo: ; 
| nay, 
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may, it has a regard even to-all ſuch as have 
ary diſtant dependance upon them, and arc 
therefore comparcd but to the $hirts of their 
garments ; and this conſideration ſhould have 
adouble good effect; firſt, upon the ſuperiors 
and goyernors 1n a Society ; to inform them, 
that they muſt not thmk to engroſs to them- 
ſelves the entire advantages of ſuch a Union; 
*that they have indced a juſt pretenſionto thoſe 
that arc greateſt and moſt conſiderable, but 
not ſo as to exclude their mferiour bre- 
thren frem ſuch meaner benefits as are juſtly 
their right; but they ought to underſtand, 
that this precious Oyntment 15 poured upon 
them, not to reft there and proceed no fur- 
ther, but to deſcend from them uponthe reſt 
of.the Society. Secondly, This conſideration 
ſbould have-a good effe&t upon ſuch as are 
the-mferiour members. They- ought to re- 
fle& how juſt it 1s, that there ſhould' be dif- 
ferences of adyantages as well as of degrees, 
that a ruling member is worthy of double honour ; 
and therefore ſhould never repine nor mur- 
mur, that that is not powred 1mmediately zpor: 
them, which 1s only deſigned to rar _ ro 
TNEM 3 
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zbem ; but ſhould rather rejoice; to ſee this 
precious Oyntmens ſhed largely upon their Go- 
vernours, that fo the greater proportionof it 
may deſcend upon themſelyes. 

And theſe are the things which feerr moſt 
obſcryable in this ckegant alluſion of the Phk 
miſt, its exceliency, its delightfulineſs, and the 
diffuſroencſs of 1s advantages. + 

I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe, by endea- 
vouring to make out the agreeabjenets of this 
Allufion with the preſent occaſions. 

As this Alluſion, conſidered int its: generat 
extent, 18 uſtly applicable to any body of men, 
who arc met together with atthicable intent 
ons, for the advancement of Unity and bro- 
therly love ; fo, if we will examine it a hitle 
more particularly, we ſhall diſcover fome-cir- 
cumſtances which more nicely appropriate it 
to that worthy ſociety of ingenious Artiſts, 
of whom the preſent aſſembly is principally 
compoſed, It we will look back to my for- 
mer quotation, in Exod, 3o. we ſhall find te 
precions Oyntment which is mentioned: un my 
Text, there termed! an Oyntment compounded 
eſter the art of the Apothecary; the Alluſion( = 

re- 
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brahren\is borrowed from your own calling — 


and chereforeiſcemsto:cnforcetthe duty which 
x reſembles, mote*bomely and preflingly” up- 
on yourſelves : # therefore the' juſteſt compa- 
riſon'of brotherly love, be taken from your pro- 
fefſion'; 'letthe higheſt example of it be made 
viſible in, your praffice 3 tet 'not the works of 
your vocation riſe up in judgment againſt you, 
and-upbraid 'you for 'neglecting the (duty 
they repreſent ;-- your conſtant employment 
rcads adaily lecture to you of unity and loye; 
andiyou- will bewholly inexcuſable if you ar- 
tend: hot to' rs: kmnd mſtructions. © 'Let not 
then, I beſeech you;”a Society, - ſo juſtly re- 
commended to the good opinion of the world, 
bythe worth and -learhing of its ingenious 
members ; bjy-the uſefulneſs and-honourable- 
neſs of | the Art it proteſles'; by the impor- 
tafice of. 'xhat:erid to' which its ſtudics 'are 
directed; ;(:the©preſerying-or 'reſtoring rhe 
greate(t! reniporal- bleffing,- Health”; | Ler 
not thiis: (I'fay?) be-defeEtve inithe main qua- 
Ificatiow-which-can! make it- valuable as: ' a 
$ocierg:" that of: Unity 6r-brotherly love : You 
are:not' only -oblig'd to it, - with the reſt of 
"91 ' mankind, 
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mankind, as ye are men, with all profeſſors 
of the Faith as Ye arc Chriltians, with the 
whole number of the cle&t, as influenced by 
Gods Spirit 5 but. as ye arc, a diſtinct corpo- 
ration, who. have enter'd into a covenantfor 
the performance of this duty ; and as ys arc 
the particular Society of Apethecartes, - out 
of whoſc profeſſion it has. pleaſed God to 
chuſe the moſt appoſire {imilitude of. an 
affeftionate Unity, In order to. engage 
you to it, be pleaſed; to conli der, | that 1t 
is with leſſer Societies. as it is with King- 

doms , That which is divided againſt ie 
cannot fland : the moſt deſerying perſons are 
generally the objects of envy, and therefore 
this Society being made up of ſuch, cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be exempred from 1t ; Ir is 
not long ſince we have cxperienced the truth 
of this obſervation ; and what fo ſecure a de- 
tence againſt the enyy and malice of. others, 
as a happy Union amongt yourſclves ? The 
government of theſe Kingdoms has, lately 
been pleaſed to fix a .dittinguiſbing mark. of 
favour upon you ; and it hes, in; your power 
to oycr pay this obligation, by. ſetting an ex+ 
awple 
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ample of Unity and Concord to the whole 
Nation. Thus much 1 offer to your conſide- 
ration, as you are a Society, a body of men; 
give me leave to add a word or two, as you 
are particular: Members of a Society. 

We are told, in the compolinon of this 
precious Oyntment, this Oyntment compounded 
after the Art of the Apothecary, that all the in- 
gredients were very valuable ; each of them 
by themſelves had an intrinſick worth, which 
made'the Union of them be to very confide- 
rable: Let this, I entreat you, perſwade cve- 
ry one of you, ro qualific yourfelves in your 
private capacities, with fuch peculiar vercues 
and abyliries, as may make you both uſeful 
and worthy members of that Society, into 
which . yori are incorporatcd : Sometimes it 
is uſual ro mix together fuch Drugs as arc 
of different and contrary natures, and ſome 
of them ſuch as would be noxious of them- 
klves, unleſs they were corrected by the 
wholcſomeneſs of others ; and this kind of 
preſcription way do welt for Phyſich, but 
will never ſcryeto make up fuch an Oyntment, 
as may fitly repreſent the Unity of brethren : 


all 
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all the Ingredients here ſhould be of a,falubri 
ous any Wi 3 an amiable We 
ſoftneſs and: of ſweetnels z lince; where the caſe 
1s otherwiſe, and the diſpoſitipns curbulcng, 
they are ſo far fron being: Inge ity 
good of a Socicty,.that they rather. corrupt, 
and make it noiſome z they reſemble nor the 
compounds of this precious,0yutment, but. are 
like tbe dead flies ( of which the, wiſe; map 
ſpeaks} that cauſe this precious Oyntment, this 
Oyntment of the Apothecaries,to ſend forth a flink- 
ing ſavow.Nulla eft amicitia inter mados, ſays the 
Aphoriſm ; 1 may add, nec inter male moratos, 
Friendſhip, the foundation of all Societies, is 
ſupported by Vertue, and by. ſweetneſs of tem- 
per; and the ll and il} naturd are both cx- 
cluded from it. TY; 
Let this then be a caution to eyery one of 
you, to bring along with you upon all occa- 
ſions, eſpecially upon thoſe wherein the Society 
is concerned, ſuch cafie and complying tem- 
pers of mind, ſuch ſound and unprejudiced 
deligns and reſolurions, of conſuking the pub- 
lick good of the whole Corporation, rather 
than any narrow or contracted intereſts ; as 
may 
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Tay fidy' reſemble you-to thoſe precious In- 
gredicnts, which God preſcribed for the com- 
pounding of that Oyntment, which was to be 
the Emblem of Unity and Love. 

May thus all of you' in general, and cach 
of you in particular, be converſant in all of- 
fices of brotherly affection; and by reſembling 
'your cxpreffions of it, 'to the commendable 
qualities of your own preciozs Oyntment, may 
you be ſenſible yourſelves, and demonſtrate to 
all others, \Zow good and how pleaſant a thing 
tt is, for Brethren 0 dwell rogether in Unity. 

© Conſider what has bcen faid and the Lord 
give yon the will and the ability to practice. 

To God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be 
efcribed atl honour power might, majeſty and 
demmi ,n, henceforth and for evermore, Amen. 
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